[Effects of the ventral position on blood gas in infants during sleep].
In order to study the role of the prone position upon a possible ventilatory depression during sleep, we have studied polygraphically 29 infants sleeping prone and supine. The infants were in good health and had a mean age of 18.7 weeks. Transcutaneous oxygen and carbon dioxide pressures were recorded continuously. No significant change was seen in either body position for transcutaneous O2 and CO2, heart rate and respiratory rate. It is concluded that in the sleeping infant the prone position does not induce a change in the variables measured; no indication was found that there is an unfavorable effect of the prone position upon ventilatory adaptation during sleep.